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Proposal 1 
Add a note to the bottom of table 5: 
“In cockpits opening aft to the sea that are entirely self draining at all angles of 
heel via the transom opening (except for any wheel well in the cockpit sole) 
and with an area opening aft greater than 50% maximum cockpit depth x 
maximum cockpit width then there are no limits on the cockpit volume” 
 

Current Position: 

3.09 Cockpits - Attention is Drawn to ISO 11812  

3.09.1 Cockpits shall be structurally strong, self-draining quickly by 
gravity at all angles of heel and permanently incorporated as 
an integral part of the hull.  

** 

3.09.2 Cockpits must be essentially watertight, that is, all openings 
to the hull must be capable of being strongly and rigidly 
secured 

** 

3.09.3 A bilge pump outlet pipe shall not be connected to a cockpit 
drain . See OSR 3.09.8 for cockpit drain minimum sizes  

** 

3.09.4 A cockpit sole shall be at least 2% LWL above LDWL (or in 
IMS yachts first launched before 1/03, at least 2% L above 
LWL) 

** 

3.09.5 A bow, lateral, central or stern well shall be considered a 
cockpit for the purposes of OSR 3.09 

** 

3.09.6 In cockpits opening aft to the sea structural openings aft shall 
be not less in area than 50% maximum cockpit depth x 
maximum cockpit width. 

** 

3.09.7 Cockpit Volume  

      TABLE 5  

 earliest of age 
or series date 

Detail  

before 4/92 the total volume of all cockpits below lowest MoMu0,1 



 

 

coamings shall not exceed 6% (LWL x 
maximum beam x freeboard abreast the 
cockpit). 

before 4/92 the total volume of all cockpits below lowest 
coamings shall not exceed 9% (LWL x 
maximum beam x freeboard abreast the 
cockpit). 

MoMu2,3,4 

4/92 and after  as above for the appropriate category except 
that "lowest coamings" shall not include any 
aft of the FA station and no extension of a 
cockpit aft of the working deck shall be 
included in calculation of cockpit volume 

** 

Note IMS-rated boats may instead of the terms 
LWL, maximum beam, freeboard abreast the 
cockpit, use the IMS terms L, B and FA. 

** 

 
Table 5 defines cockpit volume criteria which in effect do not apply to cockpits open 
aft to the sea. 
 

Reason: 
It is a common miss conception that modern race boat style cockpits such as those 
on TP52’s Farr 40 etc. can be assumed to have no cockpit volume and therefore 
exempt from this requirement. This appears from the wording not to be the case. The 
physical process of calculating cockpit volume on these boats is not clearly defined 
and is very problematic. Submission SR2-06 from the Chairman of the International 
Regulation Commission attempted to address this issue but the proposal was 
rejected due to concerns the solution was too open in it’s approach and could lead to 
undesirable effective “open style” day boats. The wording maintains the current 
minimum drainage area and requires a genuinely self draining cockpit while with 
3.09.4 specifies the minimum sole height above LWL. 


